
o u t ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. C o r r e c t .  

Q .  O k a y .  Now, i f  y o u  w o u l d ,  M r .  N e v a ,  

w a l k  t h e  j u r y  t h r o u g h  w h a t  y o u  a n d  M r .  X i o n g  

d i d  t h e  d a y  y o u  w e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  W e i s s  p r o p e r t y .  

A .  What we d i d ?  

Q. Y e s ,  s i r .  

A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  t h i n g ,  when we g o t  t o  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  i s  i n t r o d u c e  o u r s e l f  t o  M r .  a n d  M r s .  

W e i s s  and  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  M r .  W e i s s ,  

a f t e r  i n t r o d u c i n g  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  

I r e c a l l  h i m  s a y i n g  i s :  What d o e s  i t  l o o k  l i k e  

t o  y o u ?  

Q.  O k a y .  

A. And I s a i d  t h a t  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  a  

t o r n a d o  h i t  i t  t o  me. 

Q. O k a y .  

A. And t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  I s a i d  t h a t  o f f  

t h e  t o p  o f  much my h e a d  was t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  

c o n c r e t e  p o s t s  t h a t  h a d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

w e r e  l y i n g  i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  a  

g e n e r a l  d i  r e c t i  o n .  

And s o  t h e n ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I g a t h e r e d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e m .  T h e y  showed  me p h o t o s  

o f  w h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l o o k e d  l i k e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
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h u r r i c a n e  s o  t h a t  I c o u l d  - -  h a d  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  - -  o n  t h e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  h o u s e ;  

w h a t  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e .  

I t o o k  a  l o t  o f  p h o t o s  o f ,  y o u  k n o w ,  

w h a t  was a t  t h e  s i t e  i t s e l f  a s  f a r  a s  o n  t h e  

s l a b  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  s l a b  a n d  t h e n  

t h e  t r e e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  And T a o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  

p r o b a b l y  t o o k  t h e  n o t e s  w h i l e  I was t a k i n g  t h e  

p h o t o s  a n d  t a l k i n g  w i t h  M r s .  a n d  M r s .  W e i s s .  

Q .  O k a y .  And w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  t a l k  a  

l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  b u t  a t  

t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  when y o u  and  T a o  l e f t  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  y o u  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  t o  D r .  a n d  

M r s .  W e i s s  t h a t  i t  was y o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  was 

a  t o r n a d o  o r  a  h i g h  w i n d  e v e n t  t h a t  d i d  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  - -  t h e  damage t o  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  h o u s e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

MS. CUNNINGHAM: 

O b j e c t i o n ;  1  e a d i  n g .  

MR. TRAHANT: 

You  c a n  a n s w e r .  

THE WITNESS: 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I - -  t h a t  I 

s a i d  t h a t  - -  t h a t  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  

t o r n a d o  - -  
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EXAMINATION BY M R .  TRAHANT: 

Q.  O k a y .  And - -  

A. - -  a t  t h e  t i m e  when I l e f t  t h e  

p r o p e r t y .  

Q. S u r e .  And w h i l e  y o u  w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  

y o u  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o b s e r v e  o t h e r  

s t r u c t u r e s  - -  

A. U h - h u h .  

Q .  - -  on  T r e a s u r e  I s l e  - -  

A. U h - h u h .  

Q. - -  t h a t  w e r e  e l e v a t e d  a n d  s t i l l  

s t a n d i n g ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. O k a y .  And s o  as  t h e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s  

who a c t u a l l y  w e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b o t h  y o u  

a n d  M r .  X i o n g  w e r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  when y o u  l e f t  

t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  d a y  t h a t  t h i s  was m o r e  l i k e l y  

a  w i n d  e v e n t  t h a t  p r i m a r i l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h i s  

h o u s e ,  - -  

MS. CUNNINGHAM: 

O b j e c t i o n ;  - -  

MR. TRAHANT; 

- -  c o r r e c t ?  

MS. CUNNINGHAM: 

- -  l e a d i n g .  
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M R .  TRAHANT: 

You c a n  a n s w e r  i t .  

3 

4  

5  

6 

7 

8 

9  

21 1 s e c o n d  p a g e  o f  y o u r  a s s i g n m e n t  s h e e t ,  c o r r e c t ?  

THE WITNESS: 

Y e s .  

EXAMINATION BY M R .  TRAHANT: 

Q .  I was p r o d u c e d  y e s t e r d a y ,  M r .  N e v a ,  a  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t s  f r o m  R i m k u s  C o n s u l t i n g  

G r o u p  a n d  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  y o u  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  

t h e s e .  

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2  0  

2 2 1  A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

MR. TRAHANT: 

Go o f f  t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  j u s t  a  

s e c o n d .  

( W h e r e u p o n  a  b r e a k  i n  p r o c e e d i n g s  was h e l d . )  

EXAMINATION BY M R .  TRAHANT: 

Q .  A1 1  r i g h t .  We w e n t  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d ,  

M r .  N e v a ,  a n d  I p r e s e n t e d  y o u  w i t h  some 

d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  

s u b p o e n a  t o  R i m k u s  C o n s u l t i n g  G r o u p  a n d  y o u  

i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  s e c o n d  - -  o r  t h e  p a g e  t h a t  i s  o n  

t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a c k  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a s  t h e  

I Q. And y o u  i d e n t i f i e d  a b o u t  ha1  f w a y  down 

2 4 1  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  a s  b e i n g  t h a t  o f  T a o  X i o n g ,  

T e r r i  Weber Wenning, RPR, CCR 
SERPAS & ASSOCIATES, LLC 

A  Pro fess iona7  Cour t  R e p o r t i n g  F i r m  
(800) 526- 8720 

2  5 c o r r e c t ?  
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A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  And T a o  a c t u a l l y  n o t e d  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  a  

q u e s t i o n  m a r k  b y  i t  " s m a l l  t o r n a d o , "  c o r r e c t ?  

MS. CUNNINGHAM: 

O b j e c t i o n .  T h e s e  a r e n ' t  h i s  

n o t e s ,  s o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t ' s  

n o t e d  i s  f i n e ,  b u t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

a n y t h i n g  g o e s  b e y o n d  t h a t  - -  

M R .  TRAHANT: 

Do y o u  know who - -  

MS. CUNNINGHAM: 

- -  M r .  Neva  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  

o p i n i n g  a s  t o  w h a t  M r .  X i o n g  

m e a n t .  

M R .  TRAHANT: 

I ' l l  b r e a k  i t  down .  

EXAMINATION BY M R .  TRAHANT: 

Q .  M r .  X i  o n g  w r o t e  " s m a l l  t o r n a d o ,  " 

c o r r e c t ?  

MS. CUNNINGHAM: 

And f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I t h i n k  i t  

s a y s  " s m a l l  t o r n a d o  q u e s t i o n  

m a r k .  " 

M R .  TRAHANT: 

I a l r e a d y  s a i d  t h a t .  



THE WITNESS: 

Y e s ,  he  h a s  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s ,  

" s m a l l  t o r n a d o  q u e s t i o n  m a r k . "  

EXAMINATION BY MR. TRAHANT: 

Q .  And t h a t ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  y o u  h a d  w i t h  T a o ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. MS. CUNNINGHAM: 

O b j e c t i o n ;  v a g u e .  

EXAMINATION BY MR. TRAHANT: 

Q.  R e g a r d i  ng  w h a t  c o u l d  p o t e n t i  a1 1  y  h a v e  

b e e n  w h a t  y o u  l i k e l y  t h o u g h t  was t h e  o r i g i n  o f  

t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  W e i s s  h o u s e ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  w h a t  d i s c u s s i o n s  

I may o r  may h a v e  - -  may o r  may n o t  h a v e  h a d  

w i t h  Tao  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I o n l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  we 

a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  i t  - -  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  

t o r n a d o  h i t .  

Q. And T a o ,  I t h i n k  y o u  s a i d ,  i s  a  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r ,  1 i c e n s e d ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  y e a h .  He 

may be  i n  L o u i s i a n a  n o w ,  t o o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  k n o w .  

Cause  we g o t  a  l o t  o f  o u r  e n g i n e e r s  l i c e n s e d  i n  

L o u i s i a n a  as  we1 1 ,  a s  i t  1  o o k e d  1  i k e  t h i s  was 

g o i n g  t o  be  o n g o i n g  w o r k  f o r  u s .  

Q .  O k a y .  And y o u  r e f e r r e d  e a r l i e r  t o  
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